There are a limited number of studies that attempt to show the impact of BFHI at the population level. Recently, a study of the impact of BFHI in Switzerland 7 confirmed that BFHI is associated with improved outcomes. They also addressed the issue of self-selection, i.e., the concern that the BFH have better outcomes only because women who wish to breastfeed choose to deliver at these sites. They found that the duration of exclusive and full breastfeeding was significantly longer if delivery occurred in a baby-friendly hospital with high compliance with the UNICEF guidelines. 8 This study confirmed that it is indeed the practices called for in BFHI, rather than just the 'label' of BFH, that are associated with the positive outcomes.
Perhaps we should take one step back, and ask ourselves: Nonetheless, the global community has not as yet seen this as a signal to redouble proven efforts; program and funding decision-makers continue to challenge these studies and the many evaluations that document the impact of breastfeeding, and that the BFHI increases breastfeeding rates; it is indeed more difficult to demonstrate the costs and effects of attempting to create a major socio-behavioral change in a simple "dollar for outcome" equation than it is to document the cost of delivering a commodity, such as a pill or a bed-net, for example. Hence the cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit analysts have tended to shy away from committing themselves when it comes to the cost-benefit of BFHI. As a result, major international efforts on child survival today seem to be shifting support for breastfeeding from the health system to the community, despite the impact that has been achieved, and will continue to be achieved, wherever BFHI is initiated.
One of the major stumbling blocks in establishing the cost-effectiveness of BFHI has been the limited number of studies that provided population-based data on this interven- In addition, this article demonstrates that a well planned activity such as this, which ensures that an entire population 
